
 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
------------------------------------------------------- 
In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 
 
 JOSEPH F. KASPER, 
 
a Judge of the New York City Civil Court, 
Queens County. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF  
SUPPLEMENTAL FORMAL 

WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

 

 NOTICE is hereby given to Respondent, Joseph F. Kasper, a Judge of the New 

York City Civil Court, Queens County, pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, of the 

Judiciary Law, that the State Commission on Judicial Conduct has determined that 

cause exists to serve upon Respondent the annexed Supplemental Formal Written 

Complaint; and that, in accordance with said statute, Respondent is requested within 

twenty (20) days of the service of the annexed Supplemental Formal Written Com-

plaint upon him to serve the Commission at its New York office, 61 Broadway, Suite 

1200, New York, New York 10006, with his verified Answer to the specific para-

graphs of the Complaint. 

Dated:  November 4, 2025 
   Albany, New York 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 
(646) 386-4800 

To: Richard D. Emery 
Attorney for Respondent 
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff  
Abady Ward & Maazel LLP 
1 Rockefeller Plaza, 8th Floor 
New York, New York 10020 



 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
------------------------------------------------------ 
In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JOSEPH F. KASPER, 

a Judge of the New York City Civil Court, 
Queens County. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
FORMAL 

WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

1. Article VI, Section 22, of the Constitution of the State of New York

establishes a Commission on Judicial Conduct (“Commission”), and Section 44, 

subdivision 4, of the Judiciary Law empowers the Commission to direct that a 

Formal Written Complaint be drawn and served upon a judge. 

2. Joseph F. Kasper (“Respondent”) is a Judge of the New York City

Civil Court, Queens County. 

3. Respondent was served with a Formal Written Complaint (“Original

Complaint”) dated January 14, 2025.  He filed a Verified Answer dated April 18, 

2025. 

4. Respondent was served with a Second Formal Written Complaint

(“Second Complaint”) dated September 3, 2025.  He filed a Verified Answer 

dated October 9, 2025. 

5. This Supplemental Formal Written Complaint augments the

Specifications in Charge I and Charge II of the Original Complaint, as follows. 
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6. Paragraphs 1 through 55 of the Original Complaint are incorporated 

herein by reference and are unchanged from the original. 

A  A  v V  S   

55A. Prior to assuming judicial office, Respondent represented A  

A , the plaintiff in an uncontested matrimonial matter, in A  A  v 

V  S  (“A ”).  The defendant was self-represented. 

55B. On or about February 18, 2022, Ms. A  emailed Respondent and 

inquired as to why her divorce was taking so long to be finalized.  Ms. A  

offered to pay Respondent the remaining $1,000 balance that she owed him as part 

of her initial retainer, which she signed in 2017.   

55C.  Thereafter, the two discussed the matter over the phone.  Respondent 

asked Ms. A  to come to his office with $1,000 in cash. 

55D. On or about March 28, 2022, Ms. A  met Respondent at his South 

Ozone Park law office and handed him $1,000 in cash.  In exchange, Respondent 

gave Ms. A  a signed, handwritten note in which he acknowledged receipt of 

the payment “for and as part of original retainer for matrimonial action,” and 

stating that “the Offices of Michael Mossa and Associates as a courtesy will 

complete the filing of an amended Judgment of Divorce as soon as possible.”  A 

copy of this note is appended as Exhibit 100. 

55E. On or about October 19, 2022, a conference was held in Queens 

County Supreme Court, Part 51, in the A  matter.  Prior to the appearance, Ms. 
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A  texted Respondent and asked, in sum and substance, which court she 

needed to go to.  Respondent replied with a text message instructing Ms. A  to 

appear at Queens County Supreme Court, Part 51 at 10:00 AM and provided her 

with the court address.  Ms. A  then texted Respondent, “Please don’t forget 

the lawyer.”  Respondent replied, “Am guaranteeing You will have capable 

representation no knowing your case.”1  A copy of these text messages is 

appended as Exhibit 101. 

55F. On or about May 4, 2023, an inquest was held in Queens County 

Supreme Court in the A  matter.  When the court session began, Ms. A  

was in the court part without counsel present.  She sent Respondent a text message 

stating, “They just call us To go inside.”  The following text exchange occurred: 

Respondent: Tell them the attorney will be there shortly 

Ms. A : I just did I don’t see her Or the lawyer It’s 2:34 

Respondent: They are both minutes away 

Ms. A : Please 

Respondent: I am in front of the courthouse Janices parking 
she’ll be right up 

Ms. A : And the lawyer?  2:45.  I’m sorry but this is 
unacceptable 

Respondent: Janice is in the building will be right there           
Is Janice with you” 

 

1 The text messages in this document are quoted here as they appear in the exhibits without 
being corrected for spelling or grammar. 
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A copy of these text messages is appended as Exhibit 102. 

55G. On or about November 28, 2023, Ms. A  – whose divorce case 

was still pending – texted Respondent and said, “Can you please call me and let 

me know what happend with the divorce . . . .”  Respondent replied, “Sorry it’s 

taking so long.  I will inquire tomorrow.”  A copy of these text messages is 

appended as Exhibit 103. 

55H. Paragraphs 56 through 66 of the Original Complaint are incorporated 

herein by reference and are unchanged from the original. 

A  A  v V  S   

66A. Prior to assuming judicial office, Respondent represented A  

A , the plaintiff in an uncontested matrimonial matter, A  A  v V  

S .  Paragraphs 55B through 55H are hereby incorporated herein by 

reference. 

66B. On or about May 4, 2023, an inquest was held in Queens County 

Supreme Court in the A  matter.  

66C. As set forth at paragraphs 55E and 55F above, after Ms. A  found 

herself being called into the courtroom without a lawyer present, she texted 

Respondent who replied inter alia, “I am in front of the courthouse Janices 

parking she’ll be right up,” and “Janice is in the building will be right there.”  See 

Exhibit 102.  Respondent’s references to “Janice” in the text message exchange 

were references to Janice Bar. 



66D. The certified transcript of the proceeding that ensued shows that the 

A  matter was called into the record, and both Michael Mossa and Janice Bar 

identified themselves as attorneys appearing on behalf of the plaintiff. The 

defendant, Mr. S , appeared prose. Ms. A  was sworn in as a witness, 

and the Court stated, "Counsel, you may start with the questions." At that point, 

Ms. Bar proceeded to conduct an extensive examination of Ms. A . At the 

conclusion of the examination, the Court inquired as to whether Ms. A  was 

satisfied with her attorney, then thanked "the attorneys" for their help. When the 

defendant inquired as to whether a copy of the judgment would be mailed to him, 

Ms. Bar stated that she "could forward it" to him, at which point the Court told the 

defendant that "Plaintiffs attorney will forward it to you." A copy of the 

transcript is appended as Exhibit l 04. 

66E. Paragraphs 67 through 170, and the "WHEREFORE" clause, of the 

Original Complaint, are incorporated herein by reference and are unchanged from 

the original. 

Dated: November 4, 2025 
Albany, New York ¼W-lT~---

RoBERT H. TEMBECkJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 
(646) 386-4800 
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STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JOSEPH F. KASPER, 

a Judge of the New York City Civil Court, 
Queens County. 

ST A TE OF NEW YORK ) 
ss.: 

COUNTY OF ALBANY ) 

VERIFICATION 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. ram the Administrator of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct. 

2. I have read the foregoing Supplemental Formal Written Complaint 

and, upon information and belief, all matters stated therein are true. 

3. The bas is for said information and belief is the files and records of 

the State Commission on Judicial Conduct. 

Sworn to before me this 
4th day of November 2025 

Notary Public 

Robert H. Tembec Jian 

Marisa Harrison Santos 
Notary Public, State of New York 

No. 01 SA0003835 
Qualified in Albany County 

Commission Exoires March 27, 2~ 
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0 Text mess... G q1, ~ 

So our hearing is the 
15 of September 

Do you know if he 
respond to the judge? 

I have a question 

happens if he 
't show up this 

rthevideo 

doesn't show up this 
time for the video 

Can we still proceed 
with the divorce? 

send me 
ddress 

EXHIBIT 101
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What time? 

10:00AM 

Please don't forget 

the lawyer 

Am guaranteeing You 
will have capable 
representation no 
knowing your case 

Please I don't want to 
bealoneO 

0 Text mess... c q1, •I• 

7252 • Tue 3:39 PM 

partner. This is 
unsatisfactory. I went 

with a  to pay 
you the rest of the 
money for the work to 
be completed and 
still nothing. That 
efile was supposed to 



j st cal us 

To go inside 

EXHIBIT 102



see her 

Orthe awyer 



I'm sorry b t 
unaccepta e 

r? 



Good morning Mr. 
Kasper 

Can you please call 
me and let me know 

what happend with 
the divo~ I never 
heard frllr Jeannen 

Can you please call 
me and let me know 

what happend with 
the divorce I never 
heard from Jeannen 

Mr. Kasper if this 
does not get resolved 
today I am contacting 
the better business 

Can you please send 

6:21 ~ on• ~- .. m.> 

EXHIBIT 103
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-against­

V S , 

Plaintiff, 

Defendant. 

Index No. 

Inquest 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 

Supreme Courthouse 
88-11 Sutphin Boulevard 
Jamaica, New York 11435 
May 4, 2023 

BEFORE: 

THE HONORABLE JODI ORLOW, 
J U S T I C E 

APPEARANCES: 

MICHAEL MOSER, ESQ. 
JANICE BAR, ESQ. 

Attorneys for the Plaintiff 
105-30 Crossbay Boulevard 
Ozone Park, NY 11417 

V  S  
Pro Se Defendant 

LORRAINE MARINAZZO 
Court Reporter 
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JFILED: QUEENS COUNTY CLERK 08/04/2023 09: 45 AM] 
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 2& 

INDEX NO.  

RECEIVED NYSCEF: 08/04/2023 

• 

• 

• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Proceedings 

(Whereupon1 the following takes place on the 

record, in open court:) 

COURT CLERK: Number  of 2020,  A

against S  Counsels, your appearance. 

MR. MOSER: Michael Moser, 105-30 Crossbay 

Boulevard in Ozone Park for Miss . 

MS. BAR: Janice Bar, 105-30 Crossbay Boulevard 

Ozone Park 11417. 

COURT CLERK: Let the record reflect that the 

defendant is self-represented. 

Will the parties please raise your right hand? 

A  called as a witness by and on 

13 behalf of the Plaintiff. after having been first duly sworn, was 

14 examined and testified as follows: 

2 

15 S . called as a witness by and 

16 on behalf of the Defendant, after having been first duly sworn, 

17 was examined and testified as follows: 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

COURT CLERK: Put your hand down. Please state 

your name and address, ma'am. 

THE PLAINTIFF:  , , 

. 

THE DEFENDANT:  S , 

 . 

THE COURT: You may be seated. 

So the first thing, a note of issue was nev~r 

2 of 14 
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RECEIVED NYSCEF: 08/04/2023 NYSCEF DOC. NO. 28 

• 

• 

• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Proceedings 

filed in this case; is that correct, counselor? 

MR. MOSER: Yes. 

THE COURT: A note of issue was filed? A note of 

issue was filed. 

(Off the record) 

THE COURT: The first thing I need before we could 

do anything or sign a judgment, I need the attorneys to 

have a notice of appearance. I do not have on the record, 

on E-file, a notice of appearance from your firm. The only 

notice I have is from Joe Kasper, and he's not the attorney 

anymore. 

MR. MOSER: Yes, your Honor. Should I fill in a 

paper notice of appearance? 

THE COURT: You have to E-file. 

It is the Court's understanding that you have two 

children, correct? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: And your two children are each the age 

of 21; is that correct? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE DEFENDANT: That's correct. 

THE COURT: There are no issues of the custody, 

visitation or child support? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

3 of 14 
lm· 



JFILED: QUEENS COUNTY CLERK 08/04/2023 09:45 AMI 
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 28 
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19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Proceedings 

THE COURT: It i~ also my understanding that 

neither of you have any assets to split up; is that 

correct? 

THE PLAINTIFF: That is correct. 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: So there is no equitable distribution 

in this case? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

THE DEFENDANT: No. 

THE COURT: Further, you have been separated 

already for five years? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE DEFENDANT: That's correct. 

THE COURT: And you are each self-supporting; is 

that correct? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE DEFENDANT: That's correct. 

THE COURT: At this time we're just going to go 

forward with an inquest on this case. 

(Off the record) 

THE COURT: Is there a marital home, a residence 

owned by the two of you, plaintiff? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

THE DEFENDANT: No. 

4 

THE COURT: Was there a residence purchased during 

lm 
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the marriage? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

THE COURT: What happened to that residence? 

THE DEFENDANT: It went into foreclosure and we 

lost the property and the bank took over. 

THE COURT: So there is no more property and it 

was already-- was it distributed? Did you get any equity 

at all? 

5 

THE DEFENDANT: It was taken over by the bank. We 

were delinquent1 like maybe over $100,000, maybe more, so 

the bank took it over . 

THE COURT: Okay, so no one received any money in 

equity for the home? 

THE PLAINTIFF: I didn't. 

THE COURT: And it is no longer owned by the two 

of you, correct? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

THE COURT: I just wanted to clarify that. 

Is there a judgment? Anymore money owed? Based 

on--

THE PLAINTIFF: I had already taken care of that 

part. There was a judgment that he purchased-- he got a 

loan. You are talking about the home, the home? No. No. 

MS. BAR: She has a judgment against her or was 

5 of 14 
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22 

23 

24 

25 

Proceedings 

against her for a vehicle that was supposedly bought 

together. 

THE PLAINTIFF: He bought it. 

(Off the record) 

THE COURT: It is my understanding that there may 

still be a loan outstanding; t~at there was a judgment, 

there is a judgment for a loan. 

THE PLAINTIFF: Mine is done. 

THE DEFENDANT: Mine is continuous. 

THE COURT: So was it split 50/50? 

THE PLAINTIFF: As what the lawyers told me, yes. 

I paid already my part. 

THE COURT: So you are responsible for your part 

of that loan? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

THE COURT: And it sounds it was divided already, 

so we could go forward. 

Counsel, you may start with the questions. 

MS. BAR: Miss , are you the plaintiff in 

this action? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: And is Mr. S the defendant in this 

action? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: Are both you and the defendant over the 

lm 
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age of 18 years old? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: When were you married to the defendant? 

THE PLAINTIFF: We got married on  , 2001. 

MS. BAR: Where were you married? 

THE PLAINTIFF: City Hall. 

MS. BAR: In which city? 

THE PLAINTIFF: New York. 

MS. BAR: So it was a civil ceremony? 

THE PLAINTIFF: We had both. We have a civil and 

religious, 

MS. BAR: Where was the religious ceremony? 

THE PLAINTIFF: That was on   2002. 

MS. BAR: Where was that? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Jamaica, Queens in a  

church. 

MS. BAR: Are you a resident of the State of New 

York? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: And how long have you been a resident of 

the State of New York? 

THE PLAINTIFF: 27 years. 

MS. BAR: Have you been a resident of the State of 

New York for more than one year? 

THE COURT: Before the commencement of this 

7 

lm 
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action? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: For one year before the commencement 

of this action were you a resident of.the State of New 

York? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes, I have been here. 

MS. BAR: Have you taken, or will you take, prior 

to the entry of the final judgment of divorce, all steps to 

remove barriers for the defendant's remarriage? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

8' 

THE COURT: Just to make sure, I want to make sure 

you understand. There are certain religions that when you 

get divorced, in order for the other person to remarry, you 

need to do things. That doesn't sound like-- the  

Church doesn't have those requirements, so I don't think it 

affects you. 

THE PLAINTIFF: Thank you, 

THE COURT: I just didn't want you to say yes to 

something you didn't understand. 

MS. BAR: Miss , are you in the military of 

the state or of the nation? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

MS. BAR: Mr. , are you in the military? 

THE DEFENDANT: No. 

MS. BAR: Of any state or country? 

8 of 14 
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24 
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THE DEFENDANT: No. 

MS. BAR: Is there any other action pending in 

relationship to the action that we're here for today for 

divorce? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

MS. BAR: Are there any other decrees of divorce, 

annulment or separation that have been granted in 

connection with this divorce from any other court or 

jurisdiction? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

MS. BAR: Are the statements contained in the 

complaint, the complaint we originally made, still true? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: Are there any children of the marriage? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: So you have two emancipated children; 

is that correct? 

action? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: And are they over the age of 18? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

MS. BAR: Are you asking for maintenance in this 

THE PLAINTIFF: No . 

THE COURT: Are you self-supporting? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

9 

lm 
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THE COURT: Sir, are you self-supporting? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes; 

MS. BAR: And the grounds for divorce in this 

action is irreconcilable differences·and it had been at 

least six months? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: Has the relationship between you and 

your spouse broken down irretrievably for a period of at 

least six months prior to the commencement of this action? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: And as stated that you resolved, you 

don't have any economic issues, so everything had been 

distributed. There is no child support, spousal support, 

expert or counsel fees and no custody or visitation of the 

children, correct? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Correct. 
' 

10 

THE COURT: The Court has a few questions before I 

finalize. Do you each have separate insurance? 

THE DEFENDANT: I do. 

THE COURT: You are not under each other's? 

THE PLAINTIFF: I have my own insurance. 

THE COURT: Miss  are you satisfied with 

your attorney? 

THE PLAINTIFF: I'm sorry? 

THE COURT: Were you satisfied with your attorn~y? 

lm 
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THE PLAINTIFF: Yes. 

THE COURT: And the question goes to both of you, 

within the last 24 hours have either of you used any 

alcohol or drugs, prescribed or otherwise, that ~ould 

affect your judgment and ability to understand the 

agreement and this proceeding? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

THE DEFENDANT: No. 

THE COURT: Has anyone forced you. pressured you 

or promised you anything other than what was spoken about 

to get you to agree to it? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

THE DEFENDANT: No. 

THE COURT: There isn't a written agreement. The 

Court will conform the pleadings to the proof and grant 

plaintiff's motion for a judgment of divorce on the grounds 

of irretrievable breakdown pursuant to Domestic Relations 

Law Section 170, Subsection 7. 

Plaintiff's has 60 days from today's date to file 

the final and necessary paperwork in this action through 

E-File. Once you E-file-• so you know the procedure, it 

goes to the matrimonial clerks. They are overworked and 

understaffed, so please be patient. They will look at the 

papers in order of receipt. After they review the papers 

they will forward it to the part. We will once again 

11 of 14 
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review the papers here. If there are any changes made, we,~ 

will let you know, otherwise, the judgment will be signed. 

as soon as possible. 

Both partie~ need to understand you are not 

divorced until the judgment is filed and signed, 

It is my understanding there are no outstanding 

motions; is that cor~ect? 

THE PLAINTIFF: Correct. 

THE DEFENDANT: Correct 

THE COURT: And ma'am, you never changed your name 

when you got married? 

THE PLAINTIFF: No. 

THE COURT: So at this time I want to thank the 

attorneys for your help and I want to wish the parties the 

best of luck. 

Counselors. very, very important that you do a 

consent of change and make sure that is filed immediately 

so you would be able to file a final judgment. 

MS. BAR: I know you put the judgment of divorce 

in, the proposed judgment of divorce. 

THE COURT: It is going to have to-- you are going 

to have to, probably the same papers because it was already 

done, you are going to have to refile it with a copy of the 

transcript, okay? 

MR. MOSER: Thank you. 

lm 
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THE DEFENDANT: Moving forward you said it will 

take about 30 days or 60 days? 

THE COUR~:, They have 60 days to file it. 

THE DEFENDANT: They have to file. 

THE COURT: .Then the clerks are going to take-- I 

don't know. 

MS. BAR: They told me 18 months the other day. 

THE COURT: That is uncontested. We're much 

quicker; then it takes two to four months to review and 

when it comes here we usually sign it, as long as 

everything is proper, so I would say it might be another 

six months before you are getting the judgment of divorce . 

(Continued on next page) 
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THE DEFENDANT: And it will be mailed out to me? 

THE COURT: If you are listed on E-file. Are you 

listed on E-file? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. If not, it cou~d be mailed. 

THE COURT: He 1 s not. 

MS. BAR: I could forward it . 

THE COURT: Plaintiff's attorney will forward it 

to you. You have to get on E-file to give an e-mail 

address and it will be e-mailed to you. 

THE DEFENDANT: I will get it done today. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much much. Have a good 

day. 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE AND ACCURATE 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE ORIGINAL STENOGRAPHIC 
MINUTES TAKEN OF THIS PROCEEDING. 

~~-e LORRAINE M NAZZ 
Senior Court Reporter 
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