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Heather Davis, Esq. 
Chief Clerk and Legal Counsel  
New York State Court of Appeals  
20 Eagle Street  
Albany, New York 12207-1095  
 
 

Re: Matter of the Hon. Frank M. Mora 
  

Dear Ms. Davis: 
  

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2026, inviting comment by the 
Commission on Judicial Conduct regarding the Court’s consideration of the 
suspension of Hon. Frank M. Mora from the exercise of the powers of the office of 
Poughkeepsie City Court Judge, Dutchess County.   
 

The Commission filed a determination dated August 21, 2026, that Judge 
Mora should be removed from office.  Pursuant to Article VI, Section 22(e) of the 
New York State Constitution, and Section 44(8) of the Judiciary Law, a judge who 
is the subject of a removal determination filed by the Commission with the Court 
may be suspended, with or without pay, pending the Court’s disposition of the 
matter pursuant to Section 44(7) of the Judiciary Law. 
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It is the Commission’s view that public confidence in the integrity of the 

judiciary, the courts and the administration of justice would be undermined were a 
judge to continue exercising the powers of office while a removal determination 
against him was before the Court.  That is especially true where, as here, the 
subject judge engaged in egregious misconduct, in that: 

 
• He commenced a retaliatory lawsuit for defamation against the 

manager of an eye clinic who complained to the Commission 
that the judge had been rude and unwilling to abide by the 
clinic’s COVID-era masking policy, and that he declined 
repeated requests to leave until the police had to be called. 

• His lawsuit sought $425,000 in purported damages from the eye 
clinic’s manager because of her complaint to the Commission 
about him.   

• His lawsuit violated New York Civil Rights Law §76-a, also 
known as New York’s anti-SLAPP (“Strategic Lawsuits 
Against Public Participation”) statute, which inter alia is 
intended to thwart the chilling effect such litigation would have 
on the cooperation and communications of victims and 
witnesses with duly constituted investigative bodies such as the 
Commission. 

• He sought to circumvent the Commission’s constitutional and 
statutory jurisdiction in judicial disciplinary matters by seeking 
a trial court’s rulings on the merits of the misconduct complaint 
against him while the matter was pending before the 
Commission.1 

Based upon the foregoing, the Commission respectfully recommends that 
Judge Mora be suspended, pending the Court’s final disposition of the matter.  The 
Commission is mindful of the Court’s usual practice in such circumstances of 
directing that such suspension be with pay. 

 
 

1 Const Art VI, §22; Jud L Art 2-A.  
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Thank you for your continuing attention to this important matter.  
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Robert H. Tembeckjian 
 

 
cc: Judges of the Court of Appeals (via Ms. Davis) 

Hon. Joseph A. Zayas, Chief Administrative Judge 
Stephen R. Coffey, Esq. 

 




